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The "Front line" part of our team. From left to right:
Dick Nord, Gary Tischer, Al Kvern, Jolmn Neska, Si Melby
and Chuck Vukonich. Our player-coach and quarterback,
Marv Mansfield, was in the men's room at the timel

Lo d@dj y/ i Inky Urke, Nov. '7h
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3 l& .“i ~ Miss Inga Mae (Inky) Urke, our "Rear Support" part of the

LU/ o L,,t’ \ , team, in charge of supplies, finance and cheerleading.
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Douglas 103 ks 6,752.1  2,688.6 10,000
Grant 90 I 6,993  2,598.4 9,100
Otter Tail 150 80 11,023.6 4,249 22,000

to the State contained 71.0 wetland acres in Douglas County and
87.9 wetland acres in Otter Tail County.

W

Two new management units were started during this report
period, Three new tracts were added in reunding out existing
t units. One land exchange with a private landowner
was campleted whereby the Service gained 16 aecres of wetlands
and a net increase in total acreage of 15.7 acres.

. 6 1
Otter Tail 172 L,923.5 25,975 56,500
omIs e N~y ﬁ‘i- sl -
# Figures from Management files of separate parcels of land,

not to be confused with Realty case figures.
# From Realty records. .




C. Weather Conditions

D,

A,

Following an wmsually dry spring with little runoff, most
small wetlands were dry and larger marshes dropped rapidly in
Jnly, 1973, when there were several days with temperatures in

the 90's. Bven though we received 3.25" precipitation in July
and 5.5" in August, marshes remained in poor to fair condition
thrmhthohmodingm. Normal weather patterns pre-

vailed through mid September, however, L.L2" of preeipitation

(well above normal) was received in late September and early
October,

The first freeszing temperature, 32 degrees, occurred on 9/17
and the general marsh freese-up occurred on 11/9. Rather mild
winter conditions prevailed, no more than 10" of snow accume
lated, and the coldest temperature reached ~27 degrees on
1/1/7Th. No severe blizmards occurred.

Most of the spring run off had occurred by March 15th and at
best, it was only fair. Larger marshes remained frozemn through
AprﬂlSth. A little more than 6" rainfall occurred in April
and May. Only 1" of rain fell in June and July. The latter
half of July was umaunyt»t. Some oats crops were reported

lost on sandy soils in Grant County. Marsh levels dropped
rapidly exeept in northwest Otter Tail County.

Habitat Conditions

1. Mater

Recorded in the section "Weather Conditions".

2. Food and Cover

Poor water levels in the spring and early summer of 1973 left
most emergent vegetation high and dry. Broods were foreed to
seek cover on type IV and V marshes. Nesting cover appeared
adequate on most WPA's, nltimaghmmwﬂ.tn, it is in need
of rejuvenation.

Eighteen corn plots were planted for use by pheasants and deer
during the winter months, Wildlife use of these patches has

generated many favorable comments from people who have visited
these areas during the fall and winter.

. IL, WILDLIFE
Migratory Birds










Other residents commonly seen on WPA's include: American
Bittern, Horned (rebe and Sora Rail, Occasionally cne will
observe a Western Grebe. Sandhill Cranes are seen most often
in May along the Glacial lske Agassiz Beach line.




Mansfield, Oct. '73




B,

C.

D,

Most doves nest in farm groves and brushy fence rows, but
several have been observed nesting on the ground on burned
marsh edges and road ditch banks,

Uplend Game Birds

Pheasant mumbers are still relati: low but appear to be the
highest since the hard winter of 19 9« Crowing roosters and
broods were often observed on areas in Douglas, Grant and
southern Otter Tail Counties. The mild winters of 1972-73 and
197374 explain most of the inerease in pheasant mumbers,

ummmm,mmmmunmmum.
Mchwboanmltorthelwmborsd'monmnm.
In the wooded portion of the district, huntable populations of
these birds can be found.
were

Grey partridge occur in limited numbers throughout the district.
There two recorded observations: one in Section 10 of
Porme de Terre Township, Grant County, and another on the Arfsten
Unit in southern Otter Tail County.

Qther Birds

Raptorial birds most commonly observed are the marsh, red-tailed,

sparrow, sharp-shinned, Cooper's and rough-legged hawks, and the
horned owl.

The only unusual sightings were a perigrine faloon near Dalton,
and a magpie and pileated woodpecker on the Seribner Tract near
Eligabeth,

Big Game Animals
Itumtemlhih-hucdwonmﬂvm'-intmﬁa-
Mct,minﬁnpnm.snmmnthvﬁndmltuinutml
marshes and abandoned fields and farm groves. Although white-

tails are the only resident big game species, an occasional moose
wanders into the district.

Nothing significant to report except that we have plenty of

pocket gophers and predators, at least some of our neighbors say
we have,

During April, 197k, prairie chickens were seen on two WPA's in
Uilhncmntymdthmmudmgthcwshmodﬂofotm
Tail County,. A booming ground with 11 birds was located on




e

Plowing adjacent to the Bolding-Monson Unit in Willdn County.

Also, eleven other birds were found booming along the north

edge of the N, P, R, R, Unit in western Otter Tail
near the

Prairie chickens have been reported on or
Loomer WPA and Orwell Reservoir area but no booming

j

have been located there. Three booming birds were found in
April, 197k, on a mowed strip of native prairie one mile

southwest of the Fabian-Frederickson Unit. These birds were
discovered twelve miles south of any recorded sightings within
the last ten years or so.

We quote the following report, "Inventory of Prairie Chickens
on Western Minnesota Range, 1974" by Morris Patterson, Mimne
esota INR, and Leo Kirsch of the N, Prairie Research Station.

“The Minnesota Prairie Chicken Society sponsored an inventory of
prairie chicken booming grounds in western Minnesota during the
spring of 197h. Personnel of the Mimnesota Department of Natural
Resourees, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Crookston Campus
of the University of Mimnesota did the job.

The inventory was conducted to obtain base data on prairie chicken
populations and their location within the western Mimmesota range.
Such information will be used in planning management on lands
controlled by the Depariment of Natural Rescurces, the Migh and
Wildlife Service, and the Nature Conservancy in this area. The
197h survey data compered to future survey data will be used as

& basis for judging the effectiveness of management programs on
lands controlled by these agencies.

Efforts were concentrated in Becker, Clay, Mahnomen, Norman,
Otter Tail, Polk, Red Lake, and Wilkin Counties which contain
the largest remmant prairie chicken populations. The habitat
remaining is generally mesic prairie which has escaped complete
agricultural exploitation. Most of this remaining habitat
which is occupied by prairie chickens has been preserved
purchase by the Department of Natural Resources, the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Nature Conservanay. Most of the pre-
served habitat is in varipus stages of degradation because of
past use, protection from fire, or both. This degradation is
primarily in the form of woody plant or exotic plant invasion.

During past years, persomnel of the Department of Natural Re-
sourges determined blocks of habitat with histories of prairie
chicken use or with potential for prairie chicken use. These
blocks were surveyed by a gystematic listening search to deter-
mine approximate booming ground locations. The boeming grounds




were located later and the birds counted either by direct
observation or by flushing them from the
therefore ineclude both male and
the percent females is
on

the booming

|
,z
é

the western range are believed to have

grounds
been located during 197L.

Range in Central Minnesota where prairie chickens are still
reported was not included in the survey.

G

To date, thirty seven species of fish (mostly minnows) have been
identified in the distriet. Although our areas provide no sport
fisheries in themselves, some bank fishing is done for walleyes
the Stowe Lake WPA where our land adjoins Stowe Lake.

H,

Thus far, twelve species of reptiles and amphibians have been
identified in our distriet. All except snapping and painted
turtles have been preserved for display purposes. Most commonly
seen are leopard frogs, garter snakes and tiger salamanders,

I. Diseases

None noted.
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Total boundary fence construction in FY 1974 amounted to
1.46 miles. All boundary fence was L-strand barbed wire,
done on forece account at a total cost of $1,960,00, In

addition, twenty parking areas were fenced, primarily to

prevent vehicle trespass and to indicate off road pariking.
Most pariing lot fencing was 3-strand barbed wire done on
force account at a total cost of about $2,380,00. Ineluding
the above, the Service has constructed a
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Mansfield, May '73

8i Melby "mudding in" the field stone on standard for
the Headquarters sign. That's not really large chunks
of North Dakota fall out around the completed sign.

. ¥ ' 7 field, June '73
i x




Otter Tail Swenson 258)
.« 8 Julsrud (299)
.. P.C.A, (289)
w o Bjerketvedt (129)
" . Johnson 592
i Johnson (92
" P.C.A, (289)
. Pesch (120
L Thompson %
s Frigaard (8
. - Nelson (63b
. Fronning ( |
. ® N.P, R,R, (255)
o Meyer (291)
o Lein (66)
. w Tweeton (191)
# " Haiby
Wilkin Brown (26 ?uct)
» Brown (26) (south)
Douglas Russell (119)
" Augustson (21a)
» Kuhnau (187)
. Olson {66; (mg
» Olson (66) (south
» Solmi tz (72)
Grant Spink 528;
» Spink (28
: Green (23)

3.

A total of L.85 miles of interior fence was removed from

management units.
Otber Tail

neous Clean

This work was completed on foree account on

County WPA's 300, 258; 223, 293, 58,
Douglas County 196, and Grant County 23. Nine
farm equipment scattered on five units
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Hord, A“So b ?3

Buil gite before and after renovation on the Tuel
WPA (91), Otter Tail County., The bamm foundation
(shown) along with the house basement, a dump, 2 car
-bodies, a well pit and several other foundations were
filled or buried on this unit.

dabs

Nord, Aug. '73




Nord, Aug. '73

House basement filled with junk on the Stich WPA (26),
Otter Tail County, Below, same site after renovation

and ”.ding-
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Suporhigwrorpu‘dltononﬂusuchwa
Otter Tail County, courtesy of a gang of lo tomga
motorcyclists. Their trail, about 2 miles over hill
was short lived, however.

One of about 150 vehicle trespass signl putupto
discourage this problem on WPA's. Most often the sign
works, other places a fence is required.
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|
1
and the planting site. The State provided the labor and equip- |
ment for seedbed preparation, planting, all other stock, three |
years of cultivation and seed-down of the area between the rows. 1

Bach area was approximately three acres in size and contained
15«23 rows of trees. Four rows of spruce trees were planted (2u) J
along with several rows each of Russian olive, wild plum, firedot

Siberian elm, and choke cherry. A total of 3,785 trees were F iy
planted. gt_) 7
;/;/LM Ltaa% g
5 ! i ﬁﬁ u: /,. gi ; - & : ¥
3 ) Suberian i"é‘h/'-’ = é;,{M.o:u cﬁ»e&m:?

The croplands on new WPA's are seeded as soon as possible after HT
the expiration of the vendor's use reservation. Approximately
ﬁwmuﬂdﬂﬂunwt%mﬁmﬁ

A1l dense nesting cover (DNC) was seeded using our Kirschmann
drill. The native grasses were seeded using a Nisbet

stubble without & murse crop, less three exceptions
indicated on the following Seeding Summary. The native grasses
were seeded directly into soybean stubble without a murse crop.

The DNC seed mix contained 1 1b, of sweet clover, 1 1b, of
alfalfa and 6 lbs, of intermediate wheatgrass per acre. Seeding
mixture and rate of native grasses (mmber of PLS/Sq., ft.) wast

6.8, blue grama O.l, big bluestem 4.6, 1ittle bluew
m;;sgmmmo.s,mmms..mmw
ETaBs Yoo
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SEED
ONTE  AOTNO, LcATION JIX DA AckE
Douglas  Suchy (196) A1l NG 11/13/73 5.6
" Bredeson (194) AL e 11/15/73  27.0

. Aum.ugn ﬁxl - 6"55/7& v
Grant Henten ns; N, & B, Natdves 5/23/7h  L0.0
Grant Henten 12? :il &W, gg 5/1/71;3 g.g
Otter Tail mw.inm a" = m: 3:.0
W n Seifert ﬁmg ALL Netives Spring '7h 30.0
P s pEmaRn M D OO 2
eor, -

" " Weinrich ilﬂB; E, edge INC 6/6/7h 1.5

: : Fabian 30; SE edge DNC Spring ‘7l S.2%%

P D opmmGonie 3 S b

# Seeded with Kirschmamn grass drill immediately after cooperator
seeded his wheat,

#% Seeded by cooperator under Cooperative Agreement with his small
grain nurse erop.

During the 197L erep year, there were 612.0 acres covered under
Cooperative Farming Agreements. Approximately 90 acres of corn
and small grain were left unharvested on 24 management units as
wildlife foed patches. Another 90 acres were fallow in prepara-
tion for seededown in 1975,

Eleven units (ineluded above) totaling 357 acres were
primarily for weed control. These will be reseeded to
nesting cover., (See units marked with an asterisk on
following table) Here the cooperator receives an addi
gshare to cover his inereased costs of land preparation
contrel and all of the reseeding costs.

iyl
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Douglas 73
» ok
" 187
Comn or sme. gre 10,0
" 21; Corn 15.6
" 50 Corn 15.0
. Fallow 640
:‘ % S. grain® I;Ms
Grant 66 Fallow® 3L.0
» 6L Corn 1.0
" 55 Fallow 7.0
. 30 Corn 5.0
Corn & ocats 10,0
" 110 Wheat 10,0
Corn 5.0
" 102 Corn 500
Wheat 10.0
" 28 Wheat 17.0
Corn B.D
. 85 Corn _ . 740
S T
Wilkin 26 Fallow 15,0
Otter Tail 107 Corn 640
S. grain 12,0
- 16£ 8. grain® 117.0
nom S. grain® 25,0
w m 287 S. grain® 15.0
" » 21 Fallow 15,0
" " 120 Corn 940
. . 61 Corn 500
. " 30 Corn 3.3
g." gre., whigrs. lg.}é
. LI /1 Corn* 14,0
Oate* 8.2
" . 99 Oats 10,0
Comn 5.0
n n 248 Small grain 10,0
Comn S.O
TOTALS 29

5.0
10.0
104 B2
10,0 5.0
Le9 2.5
27.6 1.
1.0
5.0
10,0
10,0
5.0
540
10,0
17.0
8.0
bLe 2.3
59+ 3.2
12,4 0.6
6.0
12,0
111.2 5.8
R:g 1.2
047
6.0 3.0
5.0
10.1 8 133. whtgrs
. v ET% .
1;.6
o7
78 A
10,0
5.0
10,0
S0




Fenced parking lots like this one on the Pesch WPA (120),
Otter Tail County, have solved several problems., They
indicate off-road parking and have stopped wheel tracking
that creates predator travel lanes, vehicle hunting day
and night, isclated beer parties and resulting litter,
and created a more desirable and esthetic experience for
those who would walk into these areas to enjoy their
outdoor activities. Tolbers, Oct. '73

Winter wildlife food patch on the Bailey Slough Unit,
Grant Co‘mty. m’.d, Feb, '73
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These

nldlvbidfor ”xosoo
removed from WPA Units 107 and 303

3b in Douglas County.

it

ons and
tal of 17

have since
ter Tail County

8
§ . iia
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appar-
(123), Otter Tail
Approximately 19 acres of grassland burned in the

central portion of the unit., Iittle

damage occurred
burned.

when a deer hunter
since only a small portion of the unit
No prescribed burns were implemented in FY 197h.

» 1973;
the Weinrich Tract

Only one wildfire was known to have occurred in the district

and that was on November 10
ently started the fire oh
Gmw'-

Fires
s

Feo




A,

c.

D.

A,

some WPA's, A personal contact and certified letter should
put a stop to this practice.
Fur Harvest

$2.25 for maskrats. Beaver trapping in this portion of the
state was closed this year.

State Department of Natural Resources.

Special use permits for maintaining bee hives on WPA's have
been discontinued,

¥, FIELD INVESTIGATION AND APPLIED RESEARCH

In 1969, a five year study was begun to determine if the loecal
breeding mallard population could be increased by reducing the
harvest of local mallards through a selective Closed Area Pro-
gram. This study was contimued through this report period,
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whereby 19 WPA's and 16 State wildlife mansgement areas in |
Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail, Wilkin and Clay Counties were |
closed to a1l trespass through the 1973 duck hunting season.

Census data, recorded for five years by aerial and ground
counts on both open and closed areas, indicates questionable
success. Data for 1973 contimued to indicate that simply
closing a given mumber of small wetland tracts will not pro-
tect a significant mmber of resident mallards, It was
determined that large scale implementation of closed areas is
not recommended and that carefully selected wetland and stat-
utory refuge areas, with some development, would tend to
improve the chances of achieving the goal.

It was determined over the five year period that several closed
areas were consistently not holding significant numbers of
mallards (or other waterfowl for that matter), It was there-
fore decided to open up seven of the WPA ¢losed areas and six
of the State closed areas for hunting in the fall of 197hL.
This left 12 WPA and 10 State management areas remaining
closed for further evaluation during the 197k dueck season.

VI, EASEMENT ADMINISTRATION

All easements in Wilkin County and all in Otter Tail County,
except those south of U, S. Hwy. 210 and southwest of I-94
were ted by airplane on November 13, 1973. A total of
161 or 48.8% of all the easements in the distriet were in-
spected. No easements were inspected in Grant or Douglas
Counties this year.

Thirteen suspected viclations were detected fram the air, (o

These were then ground checked on November 15-16, resulting '

in 3 confirmed violations. &nrondﬂdumhmh;modon#}

one easement, & type I marsh was ditched and drained on /jv

another easement, and two type I marshes were ditched and “J‘J

drained on the third easement. aﬁﬂr)“‘ rqj
o

/
| ﬂaw/",
Once & violation is by ground check, the landowner
M”Vﬁ

is personally contacted to inform him that he is in violation /
of the easement agreement and to get restoration. A certified
hswmmmmtuﬂmmtwmummmﬂ;/ ,
minding him to correet the vieclation by a eertain date. bfi%ﬁgﬁ

One previcus easement diteching violation was outstanding :ﬁﬁ
during this period, however, by the time this report was
written, restoration was completed.




Ten foot deep diteh put in to drain marsh on Easement
(51X-2), Douglas County. This portion was dug with a
dragline in the fall of 1973. The other half, not showm,
was dug in the fall of 197L when it was discovered.
Restoration is still pending in this case.

«20b=

Nord, Dec. 'Th
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VII, PUBLIC RELATIONS

A. Reecreational Uses

Recreational vehicles, ineluding snowmobiles, are not allowed
on any units in the district. Some illegal snowmobile use
ocours, but it seems to be decreasing. '

Some units provide many hours of recreation to bird watchers
and offer excellent opportunities for wildlife photography.
Several units contain blocks of native prairie whieh harbor
ﬂmmdmﬁnphnt-pmfwtbonmomhy
natural areas.

B, Refuge Visitors
Date Name Representing Purpose e
3/22 John Rose Mn, Cons. Fed. Native grasses s \4;;«(
d

/2l Steve Oney Nature Conserv. Information
—>7/19 C. A. Hughlett  Some wldlf. outfit Get educated

9/18 Gordon Hansen z'1. Office Tour of several WPA'-

9/18 John Carlsen  Reg'l. Office E & 2

9/18 Leo Kirsch N, Pr, Wldlf. Res, Sta, " N i

9/28 Grady Mann University of Mn. Examine Headquarters

10/5 Gordon Hansen Reg'l. Office Business

10/5 Lowell Hoffman Reg'l. Office Business

11/27 Russ Miller Reg'l. Office Visit

The above list includes only the more important visitors. On
the average, we receive L5-50 visitors per menth.

C. Refuge Partioipation

Our personnel participated in manning a booth and showing
movies at a local "Save the Wetlands Club" smelt fry attended
by some 2,500 individuals. Questions were answered and liter-
ature was distributed.

momwmm:WafumlﬂPA'ltoa‘rmpm
the Mimnesota Prairie Chicken Society and also to local high
school students.

Several slide talks and movies were also shown at the Fergus
Falls High School and a presentation on Career Days was given.
Staff members regularly attend meetings of the local chapter
of the Izaac Walton league and Sportsmen's Club, Finally,
several news releases dealing with the wetlands program were
printed in the local newspaper.
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Hunting

The waterfowl hunting season opened at noon Ogtober 1, 1973.
The duck season was split with a eclosed interim period of
October 1lth through the 20th, Hunting pressure on WPA's was
estimated at about 65% of that recorded in 1972, Fifty-one
hunters, checked opening day, had 68 ducks or 1.3 ducks per
hunter, Amtmnpdnbout.?hmrsptrmw.

Waterfowl contimed to draw the most hunters to WPA's,
Approximately 6,100 hunter visits were recorded for the
district.

With increasing mumbers of pheasants, pheasant hunting again
became the mumber 2 lunting sport. Although the season was
closed in Douglas County, 1,250 hunter visits were recorded,
however, success remained comparatively low. Western Grant
County and southwest Otter Tail County WPA's produced the
best hunting.

mmum,mmwmm,mmwmm
tant of the hunts. Approximately 500 hunter visits were
recorded, Those WPA's having large cattail or timber areas

are popular, especially if there is an associated standing
corn field.

Snipe, ruffed grouse, squirrel, rabbit, orow, fox and coon
hunting was significant but to a lesser degree. Raccoon and
fox unting increased because of the high fur prices.

Violations

No game law violators were apprehended by Wetland Management

personnel in FY 197,. State Conservation officers did not

meawmmmmmmmun
areas. :

Thirteen cases of trespass of various forms were brought to a
conclusion. These involved 3 trespass farming, 1 grasing, L
haying, 2 commercial bait trapping, and 3 private structures
which included two sign boards and one electric fence.

Numerous wheeled vehicle trespass problems were stopped by
fenced barricades, gates, and posting access points. Unfor-
tunately, we were unsuccessful in apprehending any trespass
snowmobilers., This form of trespass is still with us, how-
ever, it has seemed to diminish in recent years as the "word"
is getting arcund.
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Vukonich, Oct. '73

Two successful hunters that have anya.pproohtion for
west Otter Tail County Waterfowl Production Areas.

Bt Hhese Hg samk 5 0ys g e ,on,luﬂ B paga,:f

Tischer, Oct. '73
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/
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Mansfield, Aug. '73
Special Agent Joe Hopkins improvising a water propulsion
system during an investigation of a commercial bait
trapping operation on the OGrewe WPA (67), Otter Tail County.

Weakle r

: M..nﬂﬂ.ld, Slpt. 73
On the Sandberg WPA (26l), Otter Tail County, the hired
hend of the neighboring landowner couldn't let that fine
alfalfa go to "waste", Haying trespass as extensive as
this is rare. The neighbor ended up paying $135.00 for

the mo Hpgu p vela L‘M’-"( ;J.([S 1/\& ‘idé

b—
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Safety

Safety meatings are conducted on a regular monthly schedule at
the Wetland t Office. Occasionally a joint meeting
is held with the Wetlands Office. Again this year, there were
no lost time injury accidents.

Since 1963, 485,551 miles have been driven without a lost time
injury and 165,551 miles were driven since the last vehicle
property damage accident on September 18, 1970. When Safety
hagards have been noticed during Safety inspections, these
hazards have been promptly corrected.

Revenue Sharing

The revemue share checks were received favorably by all County
Muditors. The amount of these checks inereased little in
recent years due in part by the lack of new land acquisitions
during this period. Appraiser acquisition activity concentrated
in ocounties outside this management district.

TABLE 11, Refuge Revenue Sharing Anmal Payment to Counties in §
Tear Orant Co, Douglas Co, 0. Tail Co, Wilkin Co, Total
1966 23233095 1,659.93 2,67h.92 - - - 6,568.80
1967 »985.68  2,389.62 Ly012.146 46,18 9,433.94
1968  3,455.39 2,800.24 »012, 172.65 10,440.74
1969  3,998. 3,148.83 b,koh.21 236,13 11,877.82
1970 ,bhﬂa 3,502,18 5,053.45 387.01 13,390.87
1971 5,592.73 L,870.39 6,529,07 728.68 17,720.87
1972 ,0’9. 5’ 050155 7,'857071 773068 193 721.71‘
1973  6,206.00 h,98§.'92 7,857.71 77369 ;.g,an.sz

Items of Interest

Ve were all saddened by the tragic death of summer student,
Paula Schmltz, on August 7, 1973, She was killed while riding
home from work on her bicycle. Paula showed great promise as
a future conservationist. .

Biological Technician, Wayne Enquist, was transferred on
November 23, 1973, to Aberdeen, South Dakota, as an appraiser.
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Manager Trainee, Richard Tolbers, transferred to Sherburme
:;%I.‘MWW“MMWWQM%,

Our main Iuther "Si" Melby, was promoted to a WG-6
on Jamary 20, 197h.

Seasonal Biological Ald, Lewis Young, resigned effective

July 6, 1973, to take a job with the U, 8, Department of
ture in New Mexico.

Credits

Credit for this report goes to the following people:

Richard Nord: Section I, IIF, III WPA Development and
Maintenance, ﬁmw, v, I,

mm‘ nm,m‘,n,ﬂ,’,mo

Miss Urke: Typed and assembled the entire report.

Submd tted by:

(Signature) Marvin Mansfield

Date: March 6, 1975
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many of the remaining
wetlands as possibie.
Congress reacted by passing
legislation authorizing the
~acquisition of small wetlands.

Wetland acquisition offices.

were established in North and
South Dakota, Nebraska and
Minnesota, one at Benson and
the other at Fergus Falls. The
first tract was optioned from
the Fergus Falls office in
August, 1961,

As acquisition progressed it
became apparent that someone
would be needed to manage
these tracts after they were
acquired. The first manager
was George Gard and he was in
charge from 1962 until 1968. 1.ou
Swenson was the manager from
1968 to 1971. The present
manager, Marvin Mansfield,
has been in charpe since
August, 1971,

The Management Office was
located with the Acquisition
Office in downtown Fergus
Falls until May, 1972, when it
moved to its present location on
Highway 210 1.2 miles east of
Highway 59. There are
presently 180 management
units in Douglas, Grant, Otter
Tail and Wilkin Counties being
managed from this office. We
call this area the Fergus Falls
Wetland Management District.

The management unit con-
tain a total of 26,000 acres,
which means they average
about 144 acres in size.

The Fergus Falls Fish and
Game Club has been a strong
supporter of the wetland
program and without the
support of organizations such
as this program would not be
possible.

Our challenge is to offset this
‘past use and return to the scene
a picce of landscape that will
provide for public enjovinent of
waterfow! and other wildlife.

Once these wetlands have
been acquired, the wetland
manager'’s job begins.
Acquisition is not complete
until the manager has a usable
product on the land. He needs
something on the ground to
show where that piece of land is
located. All boundaries are
marked with a green and white
WPA (Waterfowl Production
Area) sign picturing » brood of
canvasback ducks.

B suse of an over-harvest of
locall: raisedd mallards, an
experimental five-year federal
and state wetland closed area
prograin was initiated in 1969.
To date 18 WPA’s and 16 state
wildlife management areas
have been closed by order of the
Minnesota Cuinmissioner of

‘Conservation which prohibits

all public use of the areas from
Sept. 1 through the end of the
duck season. Through banding,
breeding pair counts and brood
counts, coupled with regular
fall censuring we hope to
measure the effectiveness of
scattered WPA’s as sanc-
tuaries. )
Our fencing program I8
designed to protect wildlife
habitat. In some cases neigh-
bors fail to respect our cormmon
boundary. Trespass farming
and grazing is a continuing
problem where often the only
permanent solution is a fence.
Where farmsteads are
purchased as part of « WPA the
building are disposed of by a
public sale at the earliest op-
portunity. Buildings which are
unsuitable for sale or fail to be
sold are burned during the
winter months. Open foun-
dations, wells, cisterns and
scattered debris can be
hazardous to the visiting public
and so these building sites are

removed with a dozer as soor

as possible. Unsightly and

hazardous features such as
junk piles, old wachinery, car
hodies and old fencing
materials are buried within the
old building foundations. The
site is then seeded down lo a
grass mixture,

Many of the WPA's have
some marches which have been
drained in the past by prior
landowners. These marshes are
restored by plugging the
drainage facilities with a dozer
to return thew to productive
waterfowl] habitats.

Our objectiv is to provide

© optimum habuat conditions for

waterfowl and other forms of
wildlife for enjoyment by
people. To do this, good nesting
cover, associated with ood
pothole habitat. is necessary. A
good vegetation cover also
retards wind and water erosion
of the soil “<earlv all eroplands
on newly acquired WPA's are

seeded down to native grasses

or alfalfa-grass-clover mix-
tures. In 1973 ibout 130 acres
were seeded to native grasses
and 300 acres ‘o 2 legume -
grass mix using Bureau
operated grass drills. These
lands, plus -#veirai thous:ind
acres of retircd pe-ture lands,

provide much of the badl
needed nesting cover'
requirements for wildlife in
west central Minnesota.

The use of wildlife food
patches to sustain local upland
game populaticns during
severe winters is an excellent
management tool Pheasants,
deer, rabbits, squirrels and
prairie grouse make use of
these food patches in the
district. Share crop agreements
are in effect which will provide
about 100 acres of standing corn
“in 5 to 10 acre natches

Controlled burning 1o auuiise:
valuable monager ! * .l ;
can be v to Mmaniaa. '
manipulale upland vegets' -
We are currentiv in the process
of drawing up a coniralic
burning plan far our district, s

Normialiv theor v no having
or grazing because of (""\'iﬁ-'
destruction. «.eazing on WA
is only allowed whern 1f3
needed as Gl to beog
wildlife. :

One of our hipgest proble
is the infestaticn of weeds sy
as Canada th.tle and jedly
spurge on Wi 4 s in the district =
Weeds such as these musfghie, &
cont: shied Lo conform with .k'&ak%;?--
law We feel the sdundest lofigd ™
range weed cor rol progranyis
land retirenient and  thus
establishing a tisin sod which
will eventually rowd ont the
thistles. The sy few years
after seeding wn a tract
requires the gr -'est amount
weed controir  cifoiis, 16

complaints are handled

rapidly as possible, usiay

Bureau equuipinent. ]
Complaints »n more distant :

tracts are hendled by .con
tracting with local farmeoers
Chemical weel coontrnl  has
been generally confined to lenfy
spurge. All knuwn patehes are. o
recorded ane «ifuris to control
them with Totden beads are -
begun inJune, Tius is the fourth 75
season the chemical has been
applied on mast tracts. Good
success has been achieved and
some patches have  been
reduced in density by 80 per
cent.

Although these wetlands are’
being acquired primarily for
duck production, and our
managemeni practices are
designed to enhance this obe
jective, mest the waterfowlf
production areas are open to .
the public for hunting, bird = -
watchiny and . nature - -
photography, and they provide
an ermnmn_;.‘-ﬂ}uumtjl&]_ - fof

S
g
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A typical wetlands area preserved

environment education. Such
wildlife-oriented outdoor
recreation is highly encouraged
on WPA's. We want the public
to use these areas but care
must be taken to see that this
land is not abused.

Since 1966 a total of 21
parking areas have been
constructed on 16 management
units. They are being con-
structed on the most attractive
public use areas as the need
develops to protect grassland
habitat and also restore a little
more “‘quality experience” by
controlling unrestricted vehicle
travel across the WPA'’s.

So far most of the responses
received by the using public

have been quite favorable.

These public wetland areas
provide essential habitat for
many species of wildlife. Ducks
are frequently seen in these
areas. The most common
nesting ducks are the blue-
winged teal and the mallard

Marsh and water birds such
as the American bittern,
American egret, great blue
heron, black-crowned night
heron, double-crested cor-
morant and coot are common
summer residents in the
district. The commeon loon, red-
necked grebe, western grebe
and sandhill crane are oc-
casionally seen:

Thursday, Sept. 20, 1973

NATIONAL
HUNTING 2

FISHING DAY

o




No duckmg thls issue

Bv Tedl Peterson

There was no “ducking’ 4 vc;y real
and ominous situation affecting
locally raizcd ducks in Minnesota at

‘the mont‘ny meating of Vikiug

tSportsmen, Mo, at
‘I‘hur iy 'n* i,
()n !‘P'i(i WRHE ?r 1‘“\““ Hf Ny f!"ld ﬁf
"the Ferpus Falls otfice
Department of .'g‘( cine chaiged with
midhages wnf © oioaatands in
uglas, Grant, (Hiecrinil and Wnken
_,\1!3-16"
Although Marsteld is in charge of
pmatmn and m:
acies of %htland,, in fee owncmh:p,

the Chatean

of the U8, .

- Mansfield's activi
intenance of 25,000

© 10, 0\,0 acres unde. casement and still

other, areas, he pointed out many

species that used to nest in the arca in

ahundance are becoming scarce.
Better protection of local ducks in

hunting regulations, acquisition of

more wetlunds, increasing habitat
and predator controls were just some
of the factors that undorwent a
lengthy discussion with a complement
of more than 30.members of the
uu\lilbb

There are no funds provided in
for such things as
improving habitat’ on the wetlands
and in that connection the Vikings
pledged assistance as a growing list of

N TT ooty

T R i

Vikings in their many fac: !

RE ftnee
. :

APR161974
iy,

\
r
N ¥
2

i ;\-_"/ -

<&
Finige yjfj g

AR Io 11,

projects for the Junior Viking bra: ch
of the club and for Future Far.: ers of
America
Acquisition of federal v mfmrm 15
financed through hualers u:u. the
payment on duck stainps, an
funds arc availubla for ad
yurchases, Manficld sald Apn
ikings voluntocred fudl onalsi e,
Mansticld had high prat- - o e
rpu "‘x I
s H

to area conservation matics
it was a rarily among spe
clubs he had encounterad in

many years ol association with : }
groups. He also came in for a ..I“‘ur &l
round of applause for hiq hzg ;

knowledgeable and informative ialk.
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Vehicles banned on
federal wetlands

The operation of any
motorize vehicles is
rohibited on all Federal

aterfowl Production Areas,
and hunters are reminded that
-such tresspass with their
vehicles could land them in
Federal Court.

Marvin Mansfield, area
manager for the Bureau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
said today that the ban is
necessary to prevent distur-
bance to wildlife and damage to
nesting and winter cover.

For more information, you
may visit the Wetland
Management Office on Hi
way 210 East, Fergus Falls, or
phone  736-3881. Federal
wetlands in Douglas, Grant,
Otter Tail and Wilkin Counties
are managed from this office,

A
B —
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Wetlands money is- - -

The Federal Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife has
distributed revenue sharing
checks to counties with federal
wetlands, Wetland Manager
Marvin Mansfield has an-
nounced.

These checks have heen
distributed annually since 1968,

Otter Tail County received
$7,857.71 this year, and a total of

$42,491.99 since the revenme

sharing started. By law, the

money must be used for roads -

and schools, but it is up to the
county to divide it as it wishes.

The wetlands (Waterfowl
Production Areas) are a part of
the National Wildlife Refuge
system and the revenue sharing
money comes from receipts
from that system.

Many of the refuges and all
the wetlands were purchased
with money derived from the
sale of duck stamps. These
areas are valuable in providin
homes for many species of
wildlife, 'and, Mansfield says
duck hunters deserve praise for
their confribution.

The Federal Waterfowl

W-‘

~distributed to county

Production Areas in Douglas,
Grant, Otter Tail and Wilkin
Counties are managed from the
Fergus Falls Wetland
Management Office, which is
located one mile east on High-
way 210.

Wood Lake
churc_h burns

WOOD LAKE, Minn, (AP) —
Wood Lake firemen today said
a faulty furnace apparently
started the fire which destroyec
the Methodist Church.

A passing motorist dis-
covered the blaze Friday and
called firemen. Cottonwood
firemen aided the Wood Lake
volunteers in battling the
flames.

There was no estimate of the
loss. The structure was old, but
had been remodeled a few

ears ago. The congregation
ﬁad been plaaring to build a
new chur«t btuiding next

spring. .




Ways of saving
| prmrie chick&ns

*Chickens

Continued from page 1

cluding Iowa, Wisconsin,
Kansas, parts d the Dakots and

il M@ T @

‘gymnm '3
Area News Editor of L s
_is our responsibility b_ CRETIOC
all parts of the biatic
ity,”” Minnesota " -
Depaﬂment of Natural
Commissioner Robert

ﬁugtwr : . them.
that ¢
bited by prm--

g 1500 miles in size.
The  reason—as [armers
xnoved westward and nor-
tllw the bﬁ'ds were ahle to

farmers fle! wl'u}e st:ll

T - T "]

retaining e ‘prairie on
: which to br Hamerstrom
2 near-capacity erowd . said.
hﬁg&gﬁm ‘ For a time a ratio of about 75
3K listen o + per cent grass to. 2 per cent .
bst and severak other R " plowed land enabled the birds

to increase dramatically. Then

the first apmgal o e
. e to the farmers’ plows and
om, Ct(:lfck:nh‘ ’ﬁm s . By priarie chicken 'populatlon
bst told the o i~ . i oes
. &3 oday their habitat is
the DNR was actively seeling probably not more than a tenth
ﬁﬁ,ﬁ"m persons t of what it was at the beginning
e and country on ways

of protecting prairie chickens, of the century and there are

and hopefully, of iM~ chickens. . ' mstates no birds left in most
. t‘huhh the It ' this change in land use
He said the ‘hes airie_chicken mlahon was e in 1
acquired gver 24,000-#icres of - M which has cut the population,
prairie ‘range and was habitat more tnpledi Hamerstrom said, not an
requesting funding from the - From a small circle in¥ overabundance of hunters.

Cciﬁnued on page 16

.that area in-




‘ (yueg g Aq ojoyd pewmor) *adafo)
Aymnume)) spe 4 sndia g ag je Fupedw §,£191008 ) W) YBIIq © Fupmp ‘upsuodsiy urody sisjdo[oyq
§oaBasas ON[PIIM ‘WONSIAWEH YOIPILJ PUE SUEL SI000( WM PoxEl APRO§ TIHIL)
JRIg RIOSIUNNN ) Jo juapisaid ‘meg 1§ ‘GueRy ApEID) — SHOLOILOYA NEINIIHD HIHIvid

————]

‘sSpuno.s
Jurwooq uayoyo arxexd aures
parlasqo Fuiurowr Aepung
PUE BaJR 3Y) Ul SPUB[}oM PaIno)
dnoad ay) uooulajje ay) uj
‘Ayar008
uayoly) duIIeld eIOSAUUT
ayy jo juapisaad ‘uuepy Apeir)
Aq pajonpuod Surjeaur ssausnq
B papnpoul yomym ‘juara atp
pa.teyo sfied sniia g ul SHIPIIM
pue sa1Jaystj ‘spiodg jo neamg
ayl JO pIOpSUB ulAlel
*POUILINDI0
UOWIUIOD B SeM Suayoyo ajiead
jo , Bujwicoq,, ay) Burieay uagm
sAep a3 ynoqe ‘1aurie] Aesyloy

e ‘9Sm) UIAJPI pue ‘Ima, -

WD} JSTUIE] PIITID] B ‘UOSUIMS
ERTIE] WOJJ SIDUIISTUTWDS
pleay dnoJd ayy, ‘juUsUIUOIIAUL
ap jo fgend sy Fupyoes
WO moI3 Joj  Ajumuw
-wod 3y 0] [eadds ue ypm
funeewr ayy pauado oyOUOG(]
vIeqdeq JoAep ST, sndia
0861 U1 PaULIO] seM §1 30US
Aoueasesuo) ayy £q pastesaad
usoq §ey pue] JO EAIIE
000289 JoA0 pres ‘uopeziuedio
8y} J0) JI0JDAIIP: ISIMP
‘f3uQ ‘"aJowl ulwigqo 0}
pue BaJte sIy) Ul pue] jo 08N
ouun»v:g suopdo poswyxmd
SBY ADUBAJISUOD dTMEN ML
BN
srneid o) eaie Hunsau
auly e ST pue J2A0d [Ranjeu ‘pood

e sey [s Apusnbasuod pue
‘pres Lau() ‘pue| uLiej 3IdoIpalll
§s1 9] ‘Zssedy oye] [e1oefd
JO U i) uo st puey STy Jo J1ed
‘pies AsuQ ‘ayppam pue syued
pasaduepua Jo] BIOSAUUI Ul
puet 30 saJoe (00‘z1 paatasasd
sey BAJISUOD) AIMIBN YL
‘uaxpyo duaread oyy Buiatasaud
m pajsasayul dnold Jeyjope
10y ajods AauQ udAME
‘suayoIy2 apread
Jo} Ppeq Ua3q Ssajayjauou
ARy S103)J@ 9SOy} SIAR[AY
3y g ‘pres 3y ‘umowny 334 jou
ale S3pOIQIaY PUB SIPIONDAE
Ay ‘soppmsad yma  Hunsnp
30.§309339 Ay [V SUMPDIYD Ay}
o 109JJ3 [RUAILIRP B BUlABY
sg Fuydeids doio paseald
U1 pold OS[R LOJSIBUIRH
_'S3aJ)
JO M08 Ay N0 FuruuTy) W0
soarj ayaresd 1dey aaey dtaresd
2} Ul sYRaJq [emmjeuun JIYl0
pue _speoy ‘ised ay jo Surp
v Sunuodaq ase ‘suteid oy
uo-dn Jummold woay saax daay
o padiay yowym ‘pres wions
-Jpwey ‘saay ewnead puy
‘SUANIIYD A} J0J SpUnoIR
Sumiooq Auews ~psuid sey
s9a1) Joo pue auid jo Bunuerd
ay) ‘mioseuull Uy 9218ap
JagSI| ® 0) pue ‘USUCOSIM
ul AjeroadsT "seax jo Bunuvid
aq) &1 ‘pappe ay ‘uonemded ay)
1y seu uotusm Funn Jayjouy

P

RN - e L T T



e b
T TR 218 3

w TOWITWOD
O  EIgfESiE Q
> %35835:39
=ggodax
— ig:é”éﬁ,i%m 3
- g§33558%5 2 e
R e A = o
= toacg8 O
Z E‘c? :gc%gg =
r= I - .
LE T >
m a0 2@ —
w ipef i e
i =
g (@)
8 =)

ca
=
2



\l Q3LIGIHONA AHLNI 03ZIHOHLAYNN /

IADIANIS IAITATIM ANV HSId
HMOINILNI 3HL 40 LNIWLNVLEA 'S "N

HYNILNNH J178nd Ol
N3dO

siejjogdwels ¥9na YiM Paseysind

NOILONAOdd
TMO4H3LVM

HOIHALNI FHL 40 LNFW1LHVdIA 'S'N

*3LIYM 3AIND NOILVIIJILNIAI TMOHHILYM
3344 VANV NOILYWHO4NI 3HOW HO4

261 ¥39W3030

II1SS el0SauUly ‘SaI}) UIm|,
Bupjeug 1o ‘Burpjing [exapaj
221a12G JI[P[IM PU® Ysi]

"SME| 9}e}S pue |ei1apsd} 9|
-ua% ylim adsuepiodoe ui
Bl} Slaleaqunj pue pajunt
Rew aweb Biq pue spiiq o
puejdn -esimuayjo pajsod
-u01ISe320 alaym jdadxa Bui)
aliqnd o} |je} ayy ul uado

Sv3uy
NOILONAOYHd TMO4H3 LY/

21qissod s1 UOSDAS

1abuoj v ‘Ajddns poob uy s)yanp djuo
Jsaainy 03 MOY Mmoud nod udym "pajIvEnd
aq o3 suy Bunpuny [|v ‘23.D3S 2140 IVY] SPAIq
Bupjyf p1oap pup s)onp tnof mouy nod
ssaju] "10ys aq jou Aayy saunbas uaw
-afpuvw poob ‘siaqunu uy djdioys doap
sa1oads awos uaypy “dprunpoddo Burjuny
p43x2 up spuapup sdod pybif ug syonp jo
spupy juataffip aziubosai o3 moy Sujuibay

SIMONA HNOA MONM

‘sayoouwt
yym uopnod asn -- panquyoid 2aup s3]
‘paniqiyosd st asn JySjuuzao puv Suidwo)
‘pauqiyoad sy Bupany]

‘uoppiabaa bugay] 1ay1o

Aup 40 ‘sqnuys ‘siamolf douysap 40 yaid jou oq
‘SUOSDAS

Bupjuny uado Suunp djuo pajpruiad swupall]
‘Smpj] a03s

pup jpiapaf ajquajddp |jo 03 323[qns s] Bujpuny
‘Bupyand 2)21yaa 1ojowt

1of pasn 24 [[1m ‘3|qo[ivap aiaym ‘syo] Bupjiod
‘asn spyi o1 uddo sv pazsod

240 spaup dfioads ssajun qFLIFIHOHd FHV

‘STTOIHAA NIVHHAL-TIV ANV SITIHONW
“MONS ONIANTONI ‘STTOIHINA HOLOW TIV ®

STILITIIISNOdSTH HNOA



DATE 50T 1R

e R

Hey75
’f/ 9/75

4175
a5

%_

_' o e

| Tomare e NwR
d%’kﬁe omyg
|fersriz,

_ /% bl 4
f %MZ - .

,‘MM‘U
M

frce Latre

éﬁdq—g\.q t’!_)’“" D

hakansce

)z;z z—:”z/m
g

¢ Cle é{ /4&)’
%&w-mm@&—

/r{:w\m/ Q‘)ﬂ',ecd%

E:z:z

LA Mss

",

~|Co. w{‘°

//i” w
;;;

Culpsiil

1D J

éw\m\ L&M‘.\{. v -

W'w ,f

/6% eler 2 A %JAMM =~

/\A?AJ'MW MMQ e et |
D
oo 1 of 00 —cnial Aa

: =
é;&’:}a }%{“tﬁ ///J/ 5

“herv
ﬂ-u Moy A &H’ {){'-‘_,_ ir f‘VE(.
B ('\ —vv‘-{ :L7i ¢77<_¢,\.7

a0y goed

Do 4%[7,.4// ////zc’/ J/ﬁ/

/]LNLA—

Aot Bad for x vookie, Mivv,

oty e ove ke

,"*"‘?"&”‘ Slle o e gy

by cnas aaldods Covadrnl

C)_.
/ﬁdw/ﬁ’z/
4’/;/‘_./.




V4
| 10/30/05
Ay 225
oo
12/
"':/Io/ 7‘,;'
2/ )5
/A7
/2/24

rd

“ L. L
Vi

S 297

22474 | Yo
R

J)2/26 |3//57%

Vi7sVRVITED

e/ |

' $ha(ac 6/ s

i
-
A

) 5
///

Sz

gt

/Z’/Q}‘/?),’
P

s/

777/

: é’u\.’/tc!‘szJ(;%(

_MADI{;ON, S. DAK.  67)s /é%/f/gﬂﬁ |

N2

Qi /_\_ .
A

@:‘uﬁ-l Aury : f-

| AAKES

K/m&mx)
Ik e

Pl b

L,

WETLAND MeT. pigy.

| sanD LaKE NwR / 3
COLUMBIA, . D. 5743 %m.é,@ewu
. ¢
e Ll ﬂaé{?iﬂﬁi_

Timadear
e e
Lid Ly
iy
Med.. L W

CHR 3B

CED Kocx_

| Bl Kloea MR

ordDudhent |
foliagoind |

o iy

hof-T crestn
Dick thpson
K cbbcd
» Wfa_ fg’L
3L 4.

Z,,:j(:;z;#.

25

” 3
- v (-

/ "/

_ P?L 5_;30;\4,,

Bk Roe-

-~ 12 ad |
»ﬁ:f ‘(;dm‘*q i’ ,{a"é“...,

.7 ﬂ”"“’"‘/’,"“ﬂf
,a);m_im‘?mﬁ olly

?’h a.,ﬂﬁ, ﬁ)f\l “O”?’I "0 e GI’M..‘Q.__-J

g e s es, e,
et fof. % . g
Resanidon 2ho Sl AUl - Plas

W,/f’owf
'%,&w, T ekl Lok T

_ ’{:H\ At BT ﬁm«c‘—‘{ -

Aring, GE T g lon

577’(("" z,.,%

f o 4 ipors -

A A .

-7

varibde. =
M/’
3

by

%;é 9001 oé cﬁveniaé

ded 7. 7@;@6
At

/sz/[ A ‘4

e







